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wertes, 


2 +} FIAT SA bad: x No ys its 


will be allow'd a tufficieat reaſon for not 


TWP: = 31d 
By what means it YEN” 3 conpey 4 


ro the Public, very few a gen 
think themſelves concerned to 


It may be proper however to take notice, 
that, as ſoon as it had been preach'd, it 


duty of the day, and as being, from the 


very particular occaſion of it, of no far- 


ther uſe for the pulpit. Alterwards it 


was very readily given, without any con- 
ditions, or the leaſt deſire of having it 
return d, (in its foul copy, for it had 

. never 


preſuming to affix his name to che 


bo E iv ” 
never been fairly tranſcribed,) to the firſt 
perſon who requeſted the peruſal of it. 
This may be a farther Apology for its 
anonymous publication, as well as for any 
inaccuracies which may be diſcovered in 
it. Thoſe into whoſe hands it hath ſince 
fallen, have agreed in obſerving, that 
there was more Chearfulneſs and Good- 
humour in it, than generally happens to 
the ſhare of a Sermon. And this _ 
be the Apology for publiſhing it at all. 


The Editor hath taken the liberty to 
add two or three notes to explain a few 
_ paſſages, which would not otherwiſe be 
very intelligible to thoſe who are not ac- 
quainted with the Hiſtory of the Society, 
for whoſe audience the diſcourſe was ori- 

gina] ly and ſolel ly intended. 


LonDox, 
0 "29 December, 7 59. 
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1 Kings iv. 38. 


And E j ha came again to Gilgal, 9s, 

there was a dearth in the land; and the 

? 8 Jons of the prophets were fitting before 
him: and be ſaid unto his ſervant, Set 


on the great pot, and ſeeths Pottage for 
the ons of the prophets. 


I N this, and the three following verſes; we 


1 Ie mp 


have an account of Elifha's coming to Gzl- | 

gal, and of a tranſaction which happened during $ ö ; 

his ſtay there, which may afford much proper | 1 

2 Fi matter for our meditation on this feſtival ; 1 
| wherein the piety and munificence of our Foun- n 
der, and his zeal for the honour and ſervice of = 

God and Religion, are to be commemorated | 7 

by us. — The ſpirit of Elijah was now fallen on | 

Eliſha; who ſucceeded not only to the mantle = 

of his maſter, and the office of chief Propher in 1 

Ifael; but to the patronage of Learning, and 1 

the ſuperintendence of the ſocieties dedicated to 4 

| | 

| 


(4) 


the promotion of it. He ſeems to have Ni | 


_ excellently qualified for the diſtharge of ſuch a 


truſt, from his indefatigable induſtry in his care 
and attendance on them; his public ſpiritedneſs 


and a generous contempt of all mean and in- 
tereſted views; and, above all, a caurage and 


conſtancy not to be terrified from doing his duty 
by the frowns of power, or the prevailing fac- 
tion of the Prieſts of Baal. equally the enemies 
of all Learning and true Religion. His viſits 
to theſe ſchools or ſocieties of the Prophets were 
frequent; not only to this at Gilgal, but to 
thoſe of Bethel and Jericho; and were always 
attended with ſome act or other of charity and 
beneficence. We ſee him, in the paſſage I have 
read to you, feaſting the young ſtudents who fat 
before him; in another place, (ch.vi.) we find him 


promoting the better accommodation of one of 


their Colleges by new and more convenient 
buildings; and working a miracle for the fur 
therance of that undertaking. The Sons of the 
Prophets had obſerved that the place where they 
dwelt was too ſtrait for them. Let us go, fay 
they, unto Jordan, and take thence every man a 
beam, and it us make a place there where we may 

| dwell, 


67 5 


duell. Theit maſter Eliſha, at their firſt tequeſt, 
attenda them. As one: wwas' felling a beam the 


ax-hedd,fell into the water; hut, at the command 
of the Prophet, the powers af gravitation were 
ſuſpeñded ; tlie iron ſwuni upon the ſurface, 
that: the work in band. might ſuffer no inter- 


miſſion. In like manner the meeting at Gilgal, 


(the hiſtbry of which we ate now about to con- 
ſider,) paſſed not without a miracle, wrought 
for the preſervation of the lives of the whole 
aſſembly. We have an account of it in the fol- 
lowing words: And one went out into the field fo 
gather herbs, and found a wild vine and gathered 
thereof wild gourds his lapafuil, and came and 


ſhred them into the pot of pottage : for they knew 
| them not. So they poured out for the men to eat: 
and it came to paſs, as they were eating f the 
pottage, that they cried out, and ſaid, O thou man 


Ul God, there i is death i in the pot; and they cnuld 


not eat tberegfe But be ſaid, Then bring meal : 
| and be caſt it into the pot; and he ſaid, Pour 


| out for the people, that, they may eat: and 
755 was, no harm in the pet. The whole 


paſſage, has indeed a plain and obvious 


| a in its literal, interpretation 'P but 1 


can 


323 
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(8) 


cin eaſily perſuade myſelf, that ſome more 


abſtruſe and figurative ſenſe may be intend- 
ed by it; ſomething more than barely to 
inform us of this tranſitory viſit of Eliſba to 
his pupils, and of his healing their pot of por- 
tage. Sure I am, however, that an eaſy appli- 
cation to the purpoſes of our preſent meeting 
may be drawn from it; and though this may 
appear, to the graver part of my audience, 
merely as an excurſion of fancy and imagina= 
tion, let it be conſidered that, as we are not 
at preſent ſettling any important and diſputed 
point of religion, ſuch an excurſion may be 
apologized for from the chearfulneſs and feſti- 
vity of the occaſion, on which we are aſſembled 
together. But I ſhall firſt beg leave to make 
an obſervation, or two, on the literal and * 
torical ſenſe of the account beſore us. 

We ſee in it, as hath been hinted before, a 
"yl amiable picture of che character and con- 


duct of Eliſpa. He was endued with all the 


gifts and graces that could adorn and dignify 
the prophetic office. He had been taught at 
the feet of Elijab, and had attended him, not 
_ as his ſcholar, but as his friend and con- 


ſtant 


ey 
| comp ion, the partner of his labour 
and perſecutions. From ſuch a courſe of diſ- 


cipline he ſoon became thoroughly accom- 
pliſhed in all the prophetic: learning; and 
acquired that patience in affliction, and perſe- 
verance in duty, which were to ſuppott him 
when his maſter and patron ſhould be taken 
from him. When that event happened, he 
was favour d by heaven with a double portion 
of the ſame ſpirit that had accompanied Elijab. 
The power of God was mighty in him, in 

his working of miracles and his inſight into 
futurity. - And yet, theſe ſupernatural endow- 
ments, ſo plentifully beſtowed upon him, did 
not make him imagine that the common and 
ordinary cultivation of the human mind was to 
be neglected. It was an opinion reſerved for 
te times of modern enthuſiaſm, that the beſt 
qualification for receiving the extraordinary and 
divine graces, was an utter neglect and contempt 


* "of all human accompliſhments. The prophets 


of old time waited patiently for the Lord; and 
the inſpiration from above was always beſtowed 
upon thoſe, who laboured more abundantly to 
prepare themſelves to be the worthy receivers 
Bolle B . of 


. 10 ) 


ae ee ene 
with ſuch care, and ſollicitude, over the ſemi- 
naries of their education; that he ſhould enquire 


dilgently into the progreſs of their ſtudies: 


and, by his perſonal viſits, diſtinguiſh their 


ſeveral proficiencies, and endeavour to kindle 


amongſt them a laudable induſtry and emula- 
tion. He knew well of what importance they 
were to the Jewiſh Church; that the com- 
munication between God and his choſen people 
was kept up by them, and how deplorable 
the ſtate of that nation muſt be, if (according 


to the complaint of the Pſalmiſt) There was 


not one prophet more, or not one among them that 


underſtood any more. 9 | 
But his care over then was not confined to 
their literary improvements. Men who had. 
dedicated themſelves to the purpoſes of religion 
and literature, were, in conſequence of the 
courſe of life they had engaged in, excluded 
from exerciſing thoſe arts and profeſſions which 
ſupply the body with a due ſhare of the neceſ- 
faries and comforts of food and rayment. Theſe, 
we may ſuppoſe indeed the ſchools of the 


| ms were commonly furniſhed with from an 


$ Plalm I Ixxiv. g. | allotted | 


1 

allotted portion of the tythes and offerings of 
the people; and no doubt the good offices of 
Ehſha were frequently employed in over-ſeeing 
the buſineſs of collecting, and diſpenſing them. 
But extraordinary caſes might happen, which 
might require his more particular interpoſition 
in the-ceconomy and ſupport of their houthold. 
Such was that which lies before us in the 
words of the text: There was a dearth in the 
land. The uſual ſupplies of proviſion had 
failed, and the difficulties of finding a main- 
tenance for ſo large a family were increaſed, 
perhaps ſo far as to interrupt their ſtudies, and 
endanger the diflolution of the Society. On 
_ theſe, or ſuch like, apprehenſions Eliſba haſt- 
ens to Gilgal in order to apply a remedy to 
their diſtreſſes. And he is no ſooner come 
thither but he gives the following generous, 
and hoſpitable, orders to his attendants for pre- 
- paring the entertainment: Set on the "GREAT = 
Pot, ſays be, and ſeethe e for” the n of 
the Prophets. © 

It would not Wee be en for Us to frame 
to ourſelves a more amiable idea of the exer- 
Hide of, * I think may not improperly be 


(12) 


dalled the vifatorial office. It was now lodged 


in the hands of one, who watched over the 
ſocieties committed to his care, for good and 
nor for evil. He interfered, indeed, ſometimes; 
as in the preſent” caſe, unculled for and wap. 
pealed to: But this officiouſneſs, v may ſup- | 
poſe, occaſioned no complaints, no murmurs, 
from the members of the college at Gilgal. 
He was ſo far from being burthenſome to them 
that he came to feed their neceſſities. His 
viſits or, (ſhall we call them ſo ?) his viſitations 
were ſo far from diſtreſſing them, that plenty 
and health (even though a miracle were re- 
quired for the preſervation of mt were m_ 
u rr them. 2 12113 
Such are the obfervations which will r natu- 
b occur from the ſlighteſt conſideration 
of the hiſtory before us; but a nearer con- 


templation of it may poſſibly afford us a view 


of ſome ſtill more intereſting particulars to the 
purpoſe on which we are aſſembled. And here 
we muſt premiſe, that it was no unuſual thing for 
the prophets under the Moſaical Diſpenſation to 
expreſs their inſtructions or revelations, by viſible 


Sign and tokens. Thusthe 3 inſtead of being 


ſpoken 


owe aptly exhibited in dumb ſhew. Wo 
have frequent inſtances of this in Exeliel. Thus 
to expreſs the judgment of God on Jeruſalem, 
the Prophet is commanded to ſhave the hairs of 
his head ; to divide them in three parts; to burn 
one of them in the fire; to ſmite another with a 
knife; and to ſcatter the third in the wind. This 
was to be performed in the midſt of the city, 
that it might be a fign unto the people. (ch. v.) 
The like may be obſerved (ch. xii.) of his re- 
moving his houſhold ſtuff from his houſe, to 
typify the captivity of Zedekiab : And his not 
mourning for the death of his wife (ch. xxiv.) 
trievable by any ſorrow. Of what then ſhall 
ve ſay can the Pot in the text be properly a ſign 
unto us? It hath ſerved already the ſubſtantial 
purpaſe of hoſpitality, and feſtal entertainment, 
to the ſtudents in the prophetic ſcience; might 
it not further ſerve to ſhadow forth to them, 
and 0 us, the expediency and uſefulneſs of 
founding ſocieties of Religion and Learning; the 
great ſervice they are of to the community in ge- 
neral; the danger of admitting any diſagreeable 


and 


( 14. ) 
and unprofitable members, or any corruption 


of life and manners, into ſuch ſocieties; and the 


neceſſity of a 1 and wholeſome remedy for 
ſuch diſorders. That the Pot was no impro- 


per emblem of a ſociety,” or community of men, 
may appear from a parallel paſſage in Ezekiel; 


in which it is made uſe of to repreſent the city 
and inhabitants of Jeruſalem. For thus the Pro- 


phet is commanded to take up his parable; 


Thus faith the Lord God, ſet on a Pot, ſet it on, 


and - alſo pour water into it. Gather the pieces 
thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and 
the ſhoulder, fill it with the choice bones x. It follows 
afterwards, in the application of theſe words, 


thus ſaith the Lord God, Mo to the bloody city, to 


the Pot whoſe ſcum is therein, and whoſe ſcum is 
uot gone out of it . And here I need not caution 


my preſent audience againſt taking offence at 
the homelineſs or ludicrouſneſs (if it may ſeem 
fo) of this alluſion. The antient poetry, (and 
the prophetic ſtyle, and manner of repreſentation, 
approach very nearly to the poetical,) abounds 
much in fimilitudes drawn from low and com- 
mon . and owes to them a great pw of that 
. Beet: xxiv. 3» 4. Fr + Ibid. ver. 6, 


en 


Fa 


by 


4 


beautiful ſimplicity, which we ſoek-for in Vain 


amidſt the delicacy and refinement of. We: beſt 
modern writings. . | 

To purſue then, wid farther . the 
figurative ſenſe of this tranſaQtion : — There was 


à dearth in the land, it ſeems, when Eliſha or- 


dered his ſervant to ſet on the great Pot and ſcerbe 


 pottage for the Sons of the Prophets. A ſcarcity 
of Learning, and an utter neglect of religious In- 


ſtruction, by which Ignorance and Infidelity ſoon | 
become the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of a 
people, are the moſt preſſing occaſions for inſti- 


tuting theſe collegiate ſeminaries, or ſchools of 


the Prophets. It is then that the Prince, the 


Prieſt, or the Patriot, who fincerely intends the 
welfare and proſperity of his country, will look 


round him, (if God hath given him the ability for 


undertaking ſuch works of beneficence,) and 


collecting together thoſe whoſe capacities may 


| beſt qualify them to receive and impart inſtruc- 


tion, will knit them together by theſe ſocial 


connexions, as beſt ſuited for their mutual im- 


provement and edification. A ſociety of this 
kind may ſurely not unaptly be alluded to by 


- El fb emblem of the Pot of Pottage 1 


which 
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deed and 1 nouriſhing in Pn may yer 
receive an increaſe of thoſe ſalutary qualities, 
and a proper degree of ſavourineſs, by their be- 
ing well ſeethed together. In this manner we 
may ſuppoſe the firſt founder of ſuch a commu- 
nity, or the firſt ſerter on of the Pot, will form 
his ſociety, or collect the ingredients of his meſs ; 
that he will, as Eze#ze/ expreſſes it, gather every 
good piece, the thigh, and the ſhoulder, and fill it 
with the choice bones. But as man is ſubject to 
mortality, and as ſuch ſocieties are generally not 
reducible merely from the mortality of their 
members, they are therefore to be conſtantly 
repleniſhed by new adoptions ; and in theſe the 
ſame care 1s to be applied as in the original in- 
ſtitution. And this we have ſignified to us in the 
enſuing verſe. And one went out into the. eld to 
gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered 
thereof wild gourds- his lap-full, and came and 
ſbred them into the Pot of Pottage : for they knew 
them not. Here, we ſee, the charge of ſupply- 
ing the Pot with proper ingredients'was en- 
truſted by Eliſha to the care of others. How ill 
they — this office, and the bad conſe- 


* 


N 8 1 1 > * 
2 pe * 1 1 y IE Ore TI , „ n 
» 2 >. 
N a * 
« © WY 7 
: 1 LS. LY — 
—4 
4 : RL As ; X 
y * 
5 * e 
5 
4 


© 17 ) . 
' quence of their ignorance and ndiſivetioe} wil 
deſerve our particular notice. That they ſhould 
go out, and gather wild gourds, and fhred them 
into the Pat by lap-fulls, without any aſſurance 
ol their wholeſomeneſs, or agrecablenels to the 
other herbs or fruits of the meſs, thews them 
to have been very careleſs of the lives and health 
col thermſelves and their brethren. It is hinted 
| indeed, as a ſort of excuſe for them, that they 
| know them not; but though this may acquit 
them of any malicious intention, jt is very far 
from juſtifying their conduct. They owght to 
have known them; and if they 4new them not 
at firſt fight, they ought to have examined them 
thoroughly, and have enquired concerning them 
from thoſe who had better opportunities of he- 
' | ing acquainted with their qualities. Tlie con- 
ſequence of their neglecting to do fo, was that 
the whole feaſt was infected with the poifon of 
them: There was death in the Pot; as it is here 
very emphatically expreſſed; and, when they 
poured out for the men, they could not eat thereof. 
Such will be the ſtate of a collegiate ſociety 8 
when its original wholeſome principles have been N 
os vitiated by corrupted cardleſs or ſubrogations 


„ 
of it's members. It muſt be imputed to the 
imperfection of human nature, that though 

man is ſaid to be a ſocial being, yet parti- 
culars are frequently to be met with, in whom 
the heart and head are far from being com- 


pletely furniſhed with the ſocial virtues. In 


ſome, the gloamy reſervedneſs of the ſoul ſtarts 
back from all friendly intercourſe and commu- 


_ nication ; unleſs with objects of the ſame dreary 


complexion. In others, the qualities of ma- 


lice and envy are more active and induſtrious, 
and conſequently more - miſchievous ; but an 
union between theſe two ſorts of men will al- 
ways form an aſſociation the moſt deſtructive 
to the peace of ſociety; and, in a literary ſoci- 


ety, the influence of it will be directed to de- 


preſs, or aſſaſſinate, every degree of ſuperior me- 
rit and capacity. Twould be loſt labour to ga- 
ther of ſuch gourds by lapfuls, and ſbred them into 
the Pot. Their qualities are of a fermenting and 
diffuſive nature; and a very ſmall portion of 
them is ſufficient to deſtroy all the happineſs, 
and diſturb all the quiet, of a life of learning 
and contemplation. Where envying and ſtrife are, 
there will be confuſion and every evil aur. 
. VVV But 


1 


( 


\ 


( . 


=; Dad though the ſocial caſe and ba of 
a a collegiate inſtitution may be the more imme- 
diate conſideration at the ſeaſons * when it's 
deficiencies are- to be ſupplied, yet it ought 
to be remembered, that the bad effects of an 
improper aſſortment of it's members do not 
terminate merely in domeſtic confuſion and diſ- 
quietude. It may be obſerved, from the part 


of ſeripture we have been conſidering, that a 


ſociety of this kind is not inſtituted barely for 
itſelf, unconnectedly with a relation to the 
community in general. The Pot, we muſt 
take notice, is to be poured out for the people. 
Every poiſonous ingredient of it, therefore, may 
be of the moſt extenſive ill effect. When ma- 
lice and envy, a love of ſtrife and diſſention, by 
thus ſeething together, become the ſettled ha- 
bits of the ſoul ; or when- ſocieties of this ſort 


are ſo thoroughly degenerated from the deſigns 


of their inſtitution, as to be the nurſeries of 
idleneſs and ignorance, of vice and. irreligion 
the public taſte will ſoon perceive that there is 


e in the Por, and that there is nothing to be 


| 2 77 The dection of Fellows and Scholars at All-Souls College 
eg Wu on the Morrow of All-Souls, viz. Nov. zd. 


C2 expected 


„„ 
expected from ſuch eſtabliſnments, but natio- 


nal as well as domeſtic animoſity, ſchiſms in 


the church, and tations i in the ſtate, 
=_ for theſe diſtenipers, whenever they in- 
fecł a ſociety, it is h_ there may always be 


+ reniedy. The cure performed by Eliſha was 
effected, as it ſeems, after a miraculous manner. 


And indeed the grace of God, whb maketh men 
fo te of one mind in an houſe, and reſtraineth 
every untily will and affeèction, is in many 
eaſes the only reſtorative for ſuch diſorders; 
But, where the diſtemper is not deſperate, 
ſomething perhaps may be done by natural 
means; and indeed we ſee that the Prophet, 


tho ſecure of affiſtance from heaven, did not 


othit the application of them. Ther bring 
encal, ſays He; and bt caſt it into the Por; 
amd be ſaid, Pour out for the people, that they 


| may eat e and there was no barm in the Por. 
The remedy, to all appearance, was a very 


mild and gentle one; and ſeems to have been 
intended to operate merely by overbalancing 
the noxious qualities of the Pot by an extraot- 
ordinary acceſs of ſuch ingredients as were of 
a more wholeſome and nutritive nature: — Fit 

admonition 


} 


| . 21 'Y 
admonition to all, whoſe concern it may be to 
attend to it, that they learn how to overcome 
evil with good, and to counter- act, if it be poſ- 
fible, even the wild gourds of malice and envy, 


with the kind and lenient virtues of gentleneſs, 


compaſſion, and forbearance. 

But the chief point of inſtruction to * 1 
from this infuſion of the meal, ſeems to be the 
hint it affords us of the neceſſary qualifications 


of thoſe who may be ſubſtituted to ſupply defi- 


eiencies in theſe ſocieties of religion and learn- 
ing. And here it is ſufficiently intimated in 
general, that they ought to be ſuch as nature, 
and that ſhare of education they may have al- 
ready received, have formed for the purpoſes 
of the ſocial and collegiate life. A _ caution 


| which ſhould never be neglected at theſe ſea- 


ſons, as well to ſupport and continue; the credit 
and reputation of a ſociety, as to over- balance 


(where that may be unfortunately neceſſary) 


any diſreputable circumſtannes that may attend 
it from the leſs agreeable part of it's members. 
For theſe purpoſes they ought to be of ſuch 
diſpoſitions as may mix well with the maſs. of 
mild and ſocial tempers, among which they 


may 
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may be ſo happy as to be infuſed; or even 


fuch, as may ſometimes ſerve to heal and re- 


concile the moſt diſunited and diſcordant hu- 
mours. It was faid to the firſt diſciples of. our: 
religion, ye are the ſalt of the earth; whereby it 
was intimated, that it would be expected from 
them, and their doctrine, that the minds of 
men fhould be well ſeaſoned and preſerved 
from the general corruption of the world. In 
the ſame figurative view, and in alluſion to 
the repreſentation before us, one would always 
hope, that our new aſſociates ſhould be as meal 
fo the Pot; endued with all the ſoftening, com- 

placent, and healing qualities. In a literary ſoci- 
ety it will likewiſe be further expected that they 
ſhould contribute to the common ſtock their 
due proportion of reputation for genius and in- 


duſtry. It cannot indeed be ſuppoſed, that 


to be merely blameleſs and inoffenſive, either | 
in learning or morals, ſhould be a ſufficient 

recommendation to a partnerſhip in ſuch com- 
munities. For though it is ſaid in the cloſe 
of this relation, that after Eliſpa had caſt in 
the meal, there was no harm in the Pot; it is 
not to be inferred from hence, that to be bare- 


ly 


8 

ly harmleſs was the utmoſt of its praiſe and 
commendation. The original pottage, before 
the ſbredding in of the gourds, was far from de- 
ſerving ſo mean and inſipid a character. It 
was wholeſome and cheriſhing to the ſtomach, 
as well as taſteful and ſavoury to the palate: 
And the virtues of the meal, which was thrown 
in afterwards, were ſo abundant and powerful, 
that the poiſonous. juices of the gourds were 
corrected and overcome by them. And hence 
indeed there was no harm in the Pot, becauſe the 
baneful qualities were all diſſipated and van- 
quiſhed ; but this was not all; the falutary and 
nutritive ones ſtill remained undiminiſhed, or 
perhaps had acquired from the meal a farther 
increaſe of their reliſh and efficacy. 
I have now done with What I have been 
willing to imagine to be the general deſign of 
this ſymbolical repreſentation. The few re- 
flections that have occurred, in taking a view 
of it, are ſuch as have ariſen from the ſubje& 
itſelf, wherein the diſorders commonly incidental 
to collegiate bodies of men are very ſignificantly 
pointed out to our obſervation. — Happy are 


we of this houſe, that, through the good pro- 


vidence - 
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vidence of God, they are not, with any pro- 
priety, more immediately applicable to us 
But the ſolemnity of this day, and the ever- 
to-be-revered memory of him, who is the 
peculiar ſubje& of it, will neceflarily bring our 
refle&ions home more cloſely to Ourſelves.— 
And here we may begin with obſerving, that 
there are ſome circumſtances attending the life 
and character of CHIchLEY, which m to 
bear a more than imaginary reſemblance to 
thoſe of the prophet Eliſpa. He had the hap- 
pineſs to be conducted, in his firſt ſteps into 
the paths of Religion and Learning by that 
renowned Prelate *, the attention of whoſe life 
was directed to the ſervice of his country by 
the moſt munificent patronage of both. By 
Ss Elijah he was made choice of as one of 
the earlieſt ornaments of that ſchool of the pro- 
Pbers, which had been newly eſtabliſhed by 
him ; and from his example, which he had 
the opportunity of contemplating, for ſome 
years, by a perſonal intimacy and correſpond- 
ence, he caught the ſame love of letters, and 


* William of Wikeham, the Foundar of Bow Collge in Oxford: 
the 
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the ſame ambition of being their Patron and 
Supporter. When his Founder was taken from 
him, he ſeems to have ſucceeded to all his lite- 
rary and academical cares; and his ſpeedy ad- 
vancement in the church moſt plentifully enabled 
him to diſcharge them. His ſucceſs in the world, 
and the ſmiles of a court, did not make him 
forget his obligations to the univerſity; but he 
frequently looked back upon it, with the moſt 
affectionate regard, as the ſource of his merit, 
and, conſequently, of his preferment. From 
hence flowed his liberality to the poorer ſcholars 
of the ſociety in which he had been educated; 

and another more extenſive bounty to thoſe of 
the univerſity in general : And from hence 
likewiſe thoſe extraordinary privileges procured 
| ® Donavit academiz ducentas marcas, a tribus artium ma- 
giftris, duobus regentibus, uno non regente quotannis eligendis, 
ſub juramenti religione cuſtodiendas in ciſta publica e qua aca- 
demiae ad uſum publicum centum ſolidos, cuilibet collegio 
quinque marcas, magiſtro artium quadraginta ſolidos, licentiato 
et bacchalaureo in qualibet facultate duas marcas, ſcholari 
unam, mutuo accipere liceret; ea lege, ut finguli pignore ido- 
neo interpoſito prius caverent, idemque, pecunia infra menſem 
ſolutioni praeftitutum non redita, diftraheretur. Arthurus Dack, 

in Vita Chichlaei. —— He eftabliſhed a cheſt of the like ſort for. 


the peculiar uſe of the ſociety of New College. Vide librum B. ſen. 
procurat. in arch. univ. Oxon. fol. 98. b. et librum F. fol. 25, 26. 
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by him for the graduates of both the univer-: 
ſities *. But ſtill, after all theſe ſubpdary fa- 
vours, he could not but obſerve that there was 
a dearth in the land. Urged on, as he declares 
himſelf, by this motive of pity and com- 
paſſion for the diſtrefled ftate of the church 
and the clergy, in imitation of Eliſha in the 
text, he came again unto Gilgal; not, indeed, 
like him to ſet on the Pot to relieve the prefent 
neceſſity, by one or two oceaſional entertain - 
Optime porro de academicis meruit conſtitutione illain ſynodo | 
Londinenſi, eo rogante, edita, de benefictis ecelefiaſticis in eos 


ſolos conferendis, qui graduum academicorum juſignzbus ornati 
eſſent. Quod illi ſummi beneficii loco habuerunt, eique gratias 
immortales ſaepiſime eo nomine egerunt, &e. 4. Duck abi ſupra. 


+ In prooemio ad fatut. coll. Omn. Aniw.— And the fol- 


| lowing account, given by his biographer S lur Duck, cars 
reſponds herewith. | 


Infederat jamdiu Henrici (Chichlaei) anime. propoſitum con- 
ſtituendi inſigne aliquod eccleſiae, religioni, bonis literis, no- 
minique ſuo monumentum in academia. Oxogienſe, quam pius 


alumnus ornatiſſimam eſſe cupiebat. Etenim exhauſtis tam pub- 


licis, quam privatis fere omnium facultatibus ex belli Gallici 
diuturnitate, tanta erat tum tempoxis academiae illius vaſtitas 
et ſolitudo, ut aulae et hoſpitia pleraque alim ſtudioſis xe fer- 
tiſſima inquilinis carerent, et ex multis academicorum millibus, 
quae eo olim convolaverant, ne unum ſupereſſet; quod ipfi, 
literis ad Henricum et patres in ſynodo convocatos miſſis, gra- 
viter jam deplorabant. Ut igitur literas inopia publica afflictas 
munificentia ſua ſublevaret, &c. —— He then goes on to give | 
the hiſtory of Chichley's foundation, i in Oxford. 


ments, 


„ 

ments, but in that enlarged and figurative ante, 

Ito which I have applied the hiſtory before us, 

: to form an eſtabliſhment which ſhould be the 

nurſe and ſupport of religion and literature to 

lateſt poſterity. For this purpoſe he collected 

together a proper number * of thoſe, whoſe re- 

-putation and abilities he well knew would do 
bluonour to his infant foundation; and to theſe, 
(as he doubted not theit inclinations of aſſociat- 

ing to them men like themſelves,) he entruſted 

the care of completing his fociety. That bis 

. nomination, and their election, were made with 

the greateſt propriety and obſervance, may be 

concluded from that happy ſucceſſion which, in 

the enſuing generations, hath been derived from 

this auſpicious beginning. Once indeed, (in the 

general confuſion of the Nation,) the wild 

Ü gourd: were gathered, and ſhredded in amongſt 

ubs by lapfulls ;; but fo prevalent were the virtues 

of the © remaining ſceds of the original conſtitu- 


»Biächardum Andrew Legum Wanne e 
: Cantuarienſem j in cuſtodem praeficit, viginti viros lectiſſimos, 

ex univerſo academicorum coetu, ſocios conſtituit, iiſque viginti 
alios in focietatem ſuam . poteſtatem fecit. Arth, Duck, 
- 47 Vita Chiehlaci. 
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tion, that the new ingredients ſoon forgot their 


' noxious nature, and acquired all the eee 
and nouriſhing. qualities. 


The time would fail me to 1 particularly 
how plentifully our ſociety, thus inſtituted and 
conducted, hath been poured cut, in every pe- 


riod ſince its firſt eſtabliſhment, to its own ho- 
nour and the profit of the church and common- 


wealth. It ſhall be left, therefore, to every 


one's particular contemplation, to recollect that 
long catalogue of worthies, who have gone 
forth from us to the ornament of every learned 
profeſſion: And it will not eſcape us, at tlie 
foot of this account, that even in the preſent 
age, Juſtice and Religion will acknowlege 


themſelves obliged to us for ſome of their ableſt 


and moſt reſpectable ſupporters. 


It might likewiſe be enlarged upon, l 


| much the members of this houſe, antecedently 
to their being poured out for the people, have 


done honour to its foundation, in what may 


be called more peculiarly their literary and 


academical capacity; by promoting the inſtruc- 


tion of this place, and as patterns of eminent 
learnin g and ability in it. Even now, we be- 


% 


hold 


( 29 ) 
hold with pleaſure the plan of Univerſity Edu- 
cation enlarged, and the Knowlege of the Laws 
and Conſtitution of our Country brought within 
the circle of it, by means of an inſtitution which 
had its riſe within our walls *, before a munifi- 
cent benefaction enſured its dota , and gave. 


; it the ſanction of a public eſtabliſhment : 
| A circumſtance which could not be omitted in 
the train of theſe reflections, and the men- 

_ tioning of which need not be apologized for; 
ſince, (ſuch is the happineſs of this our ſocial 
ſituation,) that an acceſs of honour and reputa- 
tion to any one member amongſt us, cannot but 
inſpire a pleaſing pride and ſatisfaction into the 
breaſt of every individual. | 

May it be our buſineſs, as it is our duty, to 

\ | perpetuate, as far as our endeavours can operate 
on perpetuity, ſuch bleſſings and ſuch advantages 

to the ſociety; and therein, to the Church and 

Nation in which we are placed. Thus ſhall we 
diſcharge the debt of gratitude we owe to our 


* The lectures on the laws of England were read in the Hall 
of All-Souls College, ſome years before Mr. Viner's bene- 
faction was foreſeen or expected, by the preſent worthy Profeſ- 


for; who ſtill continues a fellow, and the ornament of that 
ſociety. 


Founder ; 
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. The Following is is an — of # Letter to Dr. Deva wer, 
from the late GitszrT WST, Eſq, thecelebrated Au- 
bar of the Qbfervations. on the Hiſtory and Evidences 
of the Reſurrection, ſoon after be had 1 the * 
Part of the FA Mi Exposrros. 


Revszanag Sin, 


INCE. my laſt} I have 2 „ 
4e POSITOR, ſome Portion of J read every Days + and. intend 
« to read it on Sunday Evenings to my Family. After this I need not 
tell you that L adpaire it > ire 9h hr as. do alſo-fome very worthy 
«« Clergymen in my Neighbourhood. e Tranſlation, as far as I can | 

« judge by my Memory, (for 1 have nat compared it with the Origi- 
cc. << nal) i is very exact and faithful; the Notes, pertinent and judicious ; 
and the Paraphraſe, by connecting and reducing into their proper 
a * us —— the ſcattered — Parts, like a 
« 2 beautiful — which in its original Dranghi is want to ap- 
eonſuſed and diſtorted to an unſkilful and fa ae Eye. 'The 
C « fmprovements too are poſite, inſtructive, and fu enuine Jiri 
« of Sele Piety, 2 a truly Chriſtian Fervour. ye Gort the 
4% Famrty Bx#0517T0k is a great and uſeful Work, which will ſpeak 
<< of you, and for you, through. the tranſitory Ages of this. World, and 
=. — Ages of the next. May God give you Grace, Health 


E be ur to complete it ! If the remain * Volumes are to 
be publiſhed by Subſcription, I deſire wo ame may appear in the 
46 
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« Lift of thoſe who, either out of Regard to the Author, or Eſteem for 
« the former Part of ſo admirable a Performance, ſhall think fit to bear 
« a public Teſtimony to both; which I ſhould be glad to do upon all 
CC Occaſions. ; « ,7 an, Sc. Sc. i f 
GILBERT WEST. 


The following Sentiments are ſelected from the Author's Preface- 
to his Firſt Volume. . 

4 Tf any Thing can eſtabliſn the Purity and Order, the Peace and 
Glory of the Church, and ſpread the Triumphs of perſonal and do- 
meſtick Religion, it muſt be an attentive Study of the Word of God, 
eſpecially of the New Teſament, which is written with ſuch a perfect 


Knowledge of human Nature, that our Admiration of it will riſe in 


Proportion to the Accuracy with which it is ſtudied.“ 


Though there are a thouſand latent Beauties in it, which it is the 


Buſineſs and Glory of true Criticiſm to diſplay, yet the general Senſe 
and Deſign is 2. to every honeſt Reader: who will eafily perceive, 
that it is intended to bring us to God through Chriſt, in an humble De- 
pendance on the Communication of 'his Endifing and quickening 
Spirit, and toengage us in a Courſe of faithful and univerſal Obedience. 

« It is a Fact, that this Book has been, and ſtill is, the grand In- 
ſtrument of reforming a degenerate World; and, in Proportion to the 
Degree in which this Evangelical Scheme is received and reliſhed, it 
is evident, that the Intereſt of true Virtue and Holineſs flouriſhes, and 
the Mind is formed to manly Devotion, diffuſive Benevolence, and 
true Fortitude. ; 

« Would to God, therefore, that forgetting all Party-Names, and 


. unſcriptural Phraſes and Forms, which have divided the Chriſtian 


World, we might all agree to fit down together, as humble loving 
Diſciples, at the Feet of our common Maſter, to hear his Word, im- 
bibe his Spirit, and tranſcribe his Life in our own.” | 


CONDITIONS. 


I. HAT this Work will be elegantly printed in Qaarto, on a 
new Letter and good Paper. | 
II. That it will be compriſed in about 140 Numbers. 
HI. That a Number of this Work, containing twenty-four Pages 
of the Exyos1Tos, ſhall be deliver'd Weekly, at the Price of Six-pence. 
IV. That all the Copper-Plates, (the engraving of which coſt above 
One Thouſand Pounds) ſhall be given gratis in the Courſe of the 


| Publication. 


V. Number I. was publiſhed on Saturday the third of Novem- 
der laſt, and the Work will be continued without Interruption. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by JAMES RivincToNn and James 
FLETCHER, at the Oxford-Theatre; and H. Pare, at Dryden's- 
Head, in Pater-noſter Row, London. , | | 
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